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Week of September 28– October 4, 2020 

 

OCTOBER EMPHASIS:SPIRITUAL WARFARE IN OUR FINANCES 

THOUGHT: Kingdom Citizens know that they must guard and manage their finances and 
other material resources in accordance with godly stewardship principles. They know that a 
careless attitude toward finances will allow the enemy to succeed on the spiritual warfare 
battlefield. 

KEY WORDS: Stewardship, Budget, Savings, Debt, Financial Blessings 

LESSON FORTY:ADOPTING SPIRITUAL ATTITUDES TOWARD FINANCES 

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER:  

1. Do you seek God’s guidance in making financial decisions? 

2. Do you believe that God is concerned about all finances and not just our tithes and                
offerings? 

3. Do you have a budget to guide your financial decisions, and do you follow it? 

TEXT: II CORINTHIANS 9:8 

THE HEART OF THE LESSON: KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT GOD IS 

THE SOURCE OF ALL WEALTH AND THAT THEY MUST STRIVE TO PLEASE 

HIM BY HOW THEY MANAGE THEIR FINANCES. 

Introduction: Our attitude toward money and our use of material things have long been 
critical issues for Christians. Should we live lavishly or opt for a simple lifestyle? Does 
God want all of us to be rich? How much do we focus on the responsible management 
of what we have? What are the keys to developing a truly biblical perspective of our  
relationship with God and money? The Bible has many references to guide  Kingdom 
Citizens’ attitudes concerning money and other material possessions. 
“Stewardship” is the key biblical principle. It begins with the knowledge and          
acceptance that God is the source of everything. Philippians 4:19 says, "My God shall 
supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus." Proverbs 8:20, 
21 adds, "I lead in the way of righteousness, in the midst of the paths of judgment: 
that I may cause those that love me to inherit substance; and I will fill their     
treasures." Money problems occur in all relationships including the family. These    
disputes often lead to tense and sometimes destructive conflicts. Satan enjoys seeing the 
followers of Christ in conflicts over  money because he knows that these disputes open 
the door for him to be victorious on the spiritual warfare battlefield.  
 

1. KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT THEY SHOULD SEEK GOD’S GUIDANCE ON 

HOW THEY SHOULD HANDLE THEIR FINANCES.  The Bible does not speak against the 
righteous accumulation of riches. God gives the power to get wealth, but along with   

KINGDOM CITIZENS ENGAGED IN 

SPIRITUAL WARFARE EQUIPPED FOR 
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getting wealth comes the responsibility of properly managing it well. Kingdom Citizens 
must first seek Godly Counsel. What better place is there to go for financial  advice than 
He who is the source of all wealth? Our text tells us, “And God is able to make all 
grace abound toward you, that ye may always have all sufficiency in things.” God 
wants us to enjoy the resources He provides for us. Yet we must be mindful of the    
danger of being overcome with the lustful desire for money. Satan takes note of          
unrighteous behavior and exploits it. He makes it seem okay to spend more than we take 
in, to follow the styles of the moment, to skip paying our bills, and to feel that the 
church is “taking our money”. Therefore, it becomes okay to skip paying tithes and    
offerings, to exploit and use others for our own financial gain, and to chase useless “get 
rich quick schemes” to get more money. Many of us are in the ditch today because we 
sought ungodly counsel. We did not seek the proper guidance that God offers in His 
Word. Most people get in trouble by falling in love with money and living beyond their 
means. Do you believe the reason so many persons don't seek counsel is that they don't 
want to be told an intended action is financially unsound—they just like to do what they 
want anyway? Kingdom Citizens must strive to avoid such unhealthy thinking. 
2. KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT GOD HATES IDLENESS AND THAT THEY 

SHOULD ALWAYS BE READY TO WORK. What hinders our financial growth is our  
failure to develop a healthy, productive attitude to break and renounce those things that 
impede our spiritual attitudes toward God and our finances. We often feel guilty and 
worry about the things we lack, but in reality, “lack” is a result of bad stewardship, of 
sowing in the wrong places. The Bible emphasizes that we must work to earn our    
wages. The Scriptures spell it out: "In all labour there is profit: but the talk of the lips 
tendeth only to penury [poverty]" (Prov. 14:23). "He that tilleth his land shall have 
plenty of bread: but he that followeth after vain persons shall have poverty 
enough" (28:19).  The Bible begins with God “working” to create the world.  Many 
people get in financial trouble because they don’t want to work, or they don’t want to 
work hard. Yet they still want.  Another important principle is the idea of saving money 
and setting something aside for a rainy day. Proverbs 21:20 says, "There is treasure to 
be desired and oil in the dwelling of the wise; but a foolish man spendeth it up."   
Kingdom Citizens know that they must strive to develop a sound plan of saving and 
conserving some of the financial blessings the Lord has provided, “that we may abound 
in every good work.” (Verse 8) 

3. KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT THEY MUST BE IN CONSTANT PRAYER FOR 

PROTECTION FROM THE WEAPONS OF THE ENEMY. Whenever we need money or 
possessions, prayer is the answer. Look to the Lord because He will provide it according 
to His will.  Pray first, and if it is not the proper time to buy, DON’T DO IT!! Before 
buying a house, purchasing a car, or just borrowing money, pray about it and seek the 
counsel of godly people. They can keep you from making a lot of mistakes. Not taking a 
spiritual attitude toward finances is a path to failure. Thank God for all financial        
victories and for allowing us to be winners on the spiritual warfare battlefield.  To Him 
be the glory!! 
 

LORD, HELP US DEVELOP A SPIRITUAL ATTITUDE IN THE HANDLING OF OUR      
FINANCES SO WE CAN LIVE IN A MANNER PLEASING TO YOU. 
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Week of October 5– October 11, 2020 
 

OCTOBER EMPHASIS:SPIRITUAL WARFARE IN OUR FINANCES 

THOUGHT: Kingdom Citizens know that they must guard and manage their finances and 
other material resources in accordance with godly stewardship principles. They know that a 
careless attitude toward finances will allow the enemy to succeed on the spiritual warfare 
battlefield. 

WORDS: Stewardship, Budget, Savings, Debt, Financial Blessings 

LESSON FORTY-ONE: AVOIDING THE DEBT TRAP AND OVERCOMING 

FINANCIAL BONDAGE 

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER: 

1. Do you feel overloaded and trapped by debt? 

2. Do you tend to buy things even if you know you can’t afford them? 

3. What is your credit score, and why isn’t it higher than what it is? 

TEXT: PROVERBS 22:7 

THE HEART OF THE LESSON: KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT            
MANAGING DEBT IS AS MUCH A SPIRITUAL ISSUE AS IT IS A FINANCIAL 
ONE. THEY MUST DEVELOP A PLAN TO RESPONSIBLY HANDLE DEBT AND 
AVOID BEING TRAPPED IN FINANCIAL BONDAGE.  

 

Introduction: Every Kingdom Citizen is confronted and often challenged with debt.  
We live in a world where we are enticed every day with new opportunities to get in 
debt.  Sometimes it’s the big sale; other times it’s a desire to get the latest gadget or the 
newest thing.  Our society is fueled by debt. Debt allows us to buy homes and cars, send 
our kids to college, and have plenty of things now that we can pay for later. Yet there are 
big traps. A new offer to sell and to “make things affordable” entices us to get in more 
debt. Finance companies and payday lenders offer a revolving, often never ending cycle, 
to get us to borrow and borrow again. The result:  Personal debt is at an all-time high 
due to consumer debt (non-mortgage), automobile loans, student loan debt, and the    
biggest monster of all, credit card debt. Many Kingdom  Citizens are drowning in debt 
and struggling to make ends meet. Many are losing the spiritual warfare battle in the  
area of their finances. The writer of Proverbs warns us to avoid the many debt traps on 
the financial warfare battlefield and not to fall into the ruins of financial bondage. 

 1.  KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT THEIR APPROACH TO  HANDLING 

DEBT MUST BE GUIDED BY SPIRITUAL PRINCIPLES. THEY  SHOULD  
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 STRIVE TO AVOID THE DEBT TRAP. (Verse 7) Our Scripture warns against         
becoming comfortable with a debt mindset (which takes our focus off God) and directs 
us to manage debt in a responsible way. Debt management should be a vital part of our 
system of stewardship. While being in debt may not be sinful, having too much debt can 
be destructive. Can you say that you are effectively managing your debt? How we     
manage debt can lead us up the path of financial stability or down the path of ruin,     
causing us to worry, be filled with anxiety and have sleepless nights. Kingdom Citizens 
must strive to shun unnecessary debt. Borrowing for a house or car is one thing but     
taking on financial obligations one can't keep, buying beyond the ability to pay, is        
another. Then you get comfortable not paying or you get in a cycle where paying just a 
little bit becomes okay. “The wicked borrows and does not repay…” Psalm 37:21 The 
minute a person goes into debt, he loses a portion of his freedom. As Proverbs 22:7 says, 
"The rich ruleth over the poor, and the borrower is servant to the lender."  Keep out of 
unnecessary debt and thus avoid the debt trap.  Easy credit now makes people uneasy  
later. Usually a person pays more for the use of borrowed money than he gets in interest 
for saving it. 

 

2. KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT DEVELOPING A PLAN FOR DEALING 
WITH DEBT WILL MAKE THEM MORE SPIRITUALLY STABLE.  Kingdom   
Citizens must develop firm rules for dealing with debt, AND THEY MUST STICK TO 
THEM!! Some considerations include: Use a credit card when you need to only if you can 
make the payments when due.  Understand interest rates and credit scores. Never apply 
for more credit cards or take out more loans than you need. You may end up in a deep hole 
trying to manage them.  Do not be late on your payments. When you have to use credit, 
keep on top of when you spend your money and on what. Keep a record of what you owe 
and how much you owe, as well as any deadlines for payments. Know your credit score 
and not be ignorant about what is linked to your credit rating. Your utility bills, mobile 
phone contract, TV subscription, and so much more are linked to your credit rating.      
Neglecting to timely paying these bills can damage your credit score too. Don’t leave your 
personal details and information lying around. Someone else can use it to steal your    
identity and rack up huge debts, damaging your credit rating and leaving you to foot the 
bill. Don't cosign. The reason a person needs a cosigner is because the lender is unwilling 
to lend that money to the person requesting the loan. What others can you add to this 
list? 
 

3. KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT SPIRITUAL CONTENTMENT COMES 
FROM DOING WITHOUT UNLESS ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY.   Sometimes the 
better approach to avoiding the debt trap is to accept the principle of contentment. Thank 
God for what you have already been blessed with, enjoy them, and do not go in debt for 
things just to have them. You will be amazed at what you can do without!! Flea markets 
and yard sales are loaded with stuff that people can do without. Do you really need all that 
stuff?  Can you comfortably do without? Consider being content with what you have.    

LORD, DELIVER US FROM THE CYCLE OF DEBT AND FREE US FROM  

FINANCIAL BONDAGE! AMEN! 
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 Week of October 12– October 18 , 2020 

 

OCTOBER EMPHASIS:SPIRITUAL WARFARE IN OUR FINANCES 

THOUGHT: Kingdom Citizens know that they must guard and manage their finances and  
other material resources in accordance with godly stewardship principles. They know that a 
careless attitude toward finances will allow the enemy to succeed on the spiritual warfare     
battlefield. 

KEY WORDS: Stewardship, Budget, Savings, Debt, Financial Blessings 

LESSON FORTY-TWO: TEACHING CHILDREN ABOUT FINANCES 

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER: 

1.  Have you taken the time to talk with your children about money? 

2.  Do you explain to your children that financial blessings come from the Lord?  

3.  Do you feel like doing the best for your children means that you should buy them expensive 
things? 

TEXT: PROVERBS 12:18 

THE HEART OF THE LESSON: KINGDOM PARENTS KNOW THEY MUST EQUIP 
THEIR CHILDREN WITH A SPIRITUAL FINANCIAL FOUNDATION. 

Introduction: A child's view of money will have a great impact on his or her life.  
Choosing to make wise financial decisions is as important as choosing whom to marry 
and what career path to take. Teaching children God's financial principles can be a big 
challenge because at an early age, children make firm, sometimes uncompromising      
decisions on what they want to eat and what they want to wear. Parents today are willing 
to buy more for their kids because they have more disposable income. Sometimes they 
interpret “doing the best” for their kids as meaning I must buy the most expensive or the 
latest thing!! Guilt can also play a role in spending decisions as time-stressed parents  
substitute material goods for time spent with their kids. Kingdom Citizens must take their 
parental roles seriously enough to make raising money-smart kids an important part of 
their children’s spiritual growth and development. In a world bent on enticing kids with 
the trendiest fashions and the newest gadgets, parents are challenged more and more to 
find effective ways to equip their children to survive financially. It's important to teach 
children about finances and how to manage money God’s way. 

1. KINGDOM PARENTS MUST COMBAT THE WORLD’S MARKETING                  

INFLUENCES ON CHILDREN BY TRAINING THEM UP AT AN EARLY AGE WITH 

KINGDOM PRINCIPLES ON FINANCES.     

According to Proverbs 22:6, parents must “Train up a child in the way he should  
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go…,”. This instruction to “train up” includes training in financial responsibility. The 
world knows that children represent an important demographic to marketers because in 
addition to their own purchasing power, they influence their parents’ buying decisions 
and are the adult consumers of the future. The world says we want your money and 
YOUR CHILDREN’S MONEY, and we are going to use your children to get it!! 
“Pester power” refers to children’s ability to nag their parents into purchasing items 
they may not otherwise buy. Marketing to children is all about creating pester power 
because advertisers know what a powerful force it can be. Said one marketer, “We’re 
relying on the kid to pester the mom to buy the product, rather than going straight to the 
mom.” What are Kingdom Citizens to do to meet the challenge the world presents by 
harnessing the wants of their children? It is important that children learn what the Bible 
says about money and how it affects our spiritual lives; how we handle money is an 
outside indicator of our inside spiritual condition and has a direct link to our              
relationship with the Lord.   

2. KINGDOM PARENTS KNOW THAT TEACHING THEIR CHILDREN ABOUT MONEY 
HELPS THEM TO UNDERSTAND THE FINANCIAL DECISIONS THAT PARENTS MUST 

MAKE FOR THE HOUSEHOLD EACH DAY.  Teaching children about money will shape 
their perspective on finances. Once children gain an understanding of how money is 
gained and what happens once it is spent, they will better understand the financial          
decisions that you make each day. They will learn how a household is managed, that      
resources are sometimes limited, and that you must be a good steward of what you have.  
This generation is the most materialistic generation in history. Teaching children about  
being good stewards will help them discern between a true "need" and a simple "want" 
and how to find the balance between the two. They’ll learn quickly that by being smart 
shoppers, they’ll have more money available to do other things. They must learn to work 
and appreciate the rewards of work. “Lazy hands make a man poor,” says Proverbs 10:4, 
“but diligent hands bring wealth.” They should not expect anything to be handed to them, 
not depend on the government for a handout, or not develop the habit of “hitting up” 
friends for money! Instead, they must strive to earn and manage their own guided by  
Kingdom principles. Also, they must be taught the value of saving money!! 

3. KINGDOM PARENTS KNOW THAT WITH PROPER TEACHING, FINANCIALLY    
RESPONSIBLE CHILDREN CAN GROW UP TO BE FINANCIALLY RESPONSIBLE 

ADULTS.  It is important to note that all children may not remain steadfast to sound 
teaching.  Like some adults, many purposefully will not follow good instruction on   
finances or anything else. Kingdom parents must not feel guilty because their children 
choose to not follow sound advice.  Just teach, pray, and leave the rest in the hands of 
God.  Perhaps the Holy Spirit will bring it back to their remembrance at the right time. 
Children who do learn biblical financial principles are empowered to make better      
financial decisions once they are adults, “and when they are old they will not  depart 
from it”. The things they have learned in childhood and young adulthood will translate 
to their lives once they are on their own.  If, after being taught, they still  stumble and 
fall into the debt trap when they are adults, it is up to them with our prayerful support to 
reach out to God for deliverance and restoration. 
 

LORD, GIVE OUR CHILDREN ATTENTIVE EARS TO RECEIVE SOUND INSTRUCTION 
ON DEVELOPING A HEALTHY FINANCIAL LIFE. 
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Week of October 19– October 25, 2020 

 

OCTOBER EMPHASIS:SPIRITUAL WARFARE IN OUR FINANCES 

THOUGHT: Kingdom Citizens know that they must guard and manage their finances and  
other material resources in accordance with godly stewardship principles. They know that a 
careless attitude toward finances will allow the enemy to succeed on the spiritual warfare    
battlefield. 

WORDS: Stewardship, Budget, Savings, Debt, Financial Blessings 

LESSON FORTY-THREE: BEING THANKFUL TO GOD FOR FINANCIAL  

BLESSINGS 

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER: 

1. Do you thank God when you have been blessed to pay a bill in full? 

2. Have you been tempted to go back and borrow again after you have paid off a loan?  

3. Have you developed a plan to change old destructive habits after God has given you a      

financial breakthrough? 

TEXT: I TIMOTHY 6:9-10 

THE HEART OF THE LESSON:  KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT THEY MUST 
GIVE THANKS TO GOD FOR EVERY FINANCIAL BLESSING.  

 

Introduction: What a wonderful feeling it is when God delivers a financial breakthrough.  
There is joy and exhilaration when the last check is written, the final  payment has 
cleared, and a “paid in full “acknowledgement has been received. The car title came in 
the mail, the mortgage satisfaction has been filed, and the debt has been paid off. Perhaps 
you’ve been looking for a job and one has finally come through, or maybe you have     
gotten a big promotion with more money on your salary. You are bringing home more 
money so you can live a more comfortable life. God has ordered your steps with the    
provision that He has for you and your family.  Maybe a friend or loved one has provided 
good counsel or maybe a gift or inheritance to ease your financial burdens. God has      
delivered a financial breakthrough!! You have been released and set free from financial 
bondage. So, what  happens next?  

1. KINGDOM CITIZENS SHOULD WALK IN THE PROVISION OF HEAVEN 
AND NOT BE BOUND BY THE SYSTEMS OF THIS WORLD. (Verse  9) 

Just as it is a time for joy and celebration when God delivers a financial breakthrough, 
Kingdom Citizens must be aware that a new challenge awaits them – the challenge to not 
return to the mindset and the habits that got them in financial bondage to begin with.  This 
is often a big problem for a person who has struggled for so long under the yoke of debt.    

KINGDOM CITIZENS ENGAGED IN 
SPIRITUAL WARFARE EQUIPPED 

FOR VICTORY 
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The world is still out there and still beckons and calls for you to “come back” and      
borrow some more because, after all, you can afford it now!!  Paul warns of “those who 
fall  into temptation and a trap.” (Verse 9) What a deceptive tactic! Kingdom Citizens 
must know and accept the challenge of not being bound by the systems of the world. 
Those who don’t will inevitably exchange their new freedom for a trip back to their old       
condition and be “plunged into ruin and destruction”. All of a sudden they wake up 
and find themselves back in bondage!! Breaking old habits is hard, yet not              
impossible. The new freedom of walking in God’s provision must be met with an         
attitude of gratitude. An unshakeable will to stay focused on God must be developed 
and maintained as a barrier of protection against satanic forces that will try to entice you 
back into the old ways.  Just as God’s guidance was sought to get us out of debt, God’s 
guidance must constantly be sought for the strength to not backslide into financially   
unhealthy ways.   
2. KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT FINANCIAL BREAKTHROUGHS ARE 
OF SPIRITUAL SIGNIFICANCE. IT IS GOD WHO DELIVERS US FROM 
DEBTS, BURDENS, AND FINANCIAL STRUGGLES. (Verse 10) Kingdom Citizens 
must acknowledge that financial breakthroughs are not accidents, but they are the result of 
God’s intended plans for our lives. They are blessings. We must pray for a spirit that allows 
us to shrewdly use what God has provided and thank Him in advance for what he will    
provide. We must not fall in love with money; “For the love of money is the root all kinds 
of evil.” (Verse 10) We must pray that the greed of money will not entrap our hearts again. 
We must be willing to meet the Lord each morning when we get up; we must put God first 
daily. We must consider setting aside some quiet time by shutting out everybody else, even 
family and friends, for meditation and prayer to concentrate on our gratefulness for         
financial deliverance.  While we are being grateful, we must be mindful to develop new  
financial plans geared toward building our savings and giving generously in helping others; 
we must not neglect our commitment to paying our tithes and offerings. God must be    
honored first. Proverbs 3:9 reads: "Honour the Lord with thy substance, and with the 
first fruits of all thine increase: so shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses 
shall burst with new wine."  

3. KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT WE MUST ASK GOD TO MAKE US 
GOOD STEWARDS OVER ALL THAT HE DELIVERS INTO OUR HANDS. 
(Verse 10)  Satan never quits trying to wreck our financial lives.  His plan to destroy us 
on the spiritual warfare battlefield does not stop because we have been blessed with a 
financial victory. Therefore, Kingdom Citizens must constantly call on our Lord Jesus 
Christ to be our savior from excessive debts, money burdens, and financial struggles. 
We must depend on Him to set us free (and keep us free) in our finances. God will     
continue to advance the work of those who do good, “not wandering from the faith” 
and “piercing ourselves with many griefs” (Verse 10), both spiritually and physically. 
It is then that we become good stewards over all that He has delivered into our hands. 
This  is another defeat for Satan and another victory for us on the spiritual warfare    
battlefield.   
 

LORD, WE PRAY THAT YOUR PEOPLE WHO HAVE STRUGGLED              
FINANCIALLY AND ARE NOW DELIVERED WILL BE GRATEFUL TO YOU 

FOR GIVING THEM THE VICTORY!! 
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 Week of October 26– November 1, 2020 

 

NOVEMBER EMPHASIS:SPIRITUAL WARFARE ON POVERTY 

THOUGHT: Kingdom Citizens engaged in spiritual warfare on poverty recall to mind, “It is 
more blessed to give than to receive.” (Acts 20:35) and “Give and it shall be given unto you; a 
good measure pressed down, shaken together and running over will be given into your        
bosom.” (Luke 6:38) Giving guarantees receiving.  

WORDS: Treasures, Release, Cheerful Giver  

LESSON FORTY-FOUR: ACKNOWLEDGING THE SOURCE OF YOUR    

ABUNDANT SUPPLY 

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER: 

1. Are you a giving or are you a selfish person? 

2. Are you spiritually rich, or  are you poor in spirit? 

3. Can you be blessed and poor at the same time? 

TEXT: LUKE 12:33-34 

THE HEART OF THE LESSON: ALL OF OUR RESOURCES ARE TO BE USED FOR 
SERVING GOD. 

Introduction: Chapter twelve starts with Jesus talking about hypocrisy and then telling 
the parable of the “Rich Fool”.  He says in (V21 NLT) “Yes, a person is a fool to store 
up earthly wealth but not have a rich relationship with God.” The obvious question 
here is … “How do you define wealth, and what is the source of your wealth?” There is 
a  difference between material and spiritual wealth because spiritual wealth comes from 
within, and it’s something that you can have all the time while material wealth comes 
and goes. That’s the point that’s being made in this Scripture. Material wealth can be 
dictated by things that are beyond your control, however, spiritual wealth is something 
that you are in total control of. Finding that balance between the two is the challenge. 
Spiritual wealth is yours however you define it; you just have to get a clear                 
understanding of what that means to you. If you base your spiritual wealth on happiness,  
having a strong and personal relationship with God, and being called to service, then 
you are wealthy! Spiritual wealth is yours, and no one can take it from you. All of your 
spiritual resources come from God Almighty, and they are to be used for serving and 
glorifying Him!!! 

1. HOLD LOOSELY TO EARTHLY MATERIAL POSSESSIONS! (V33 NLT)  

In this verse Jesus makes a statement that probably shocks the disciples.  He tells them 
in (V33) “Sell what you have and give to those in need, this will store up treasure for 
you in heaven.” The disciples are probably thinking they heard something wrong, but  

KINGDOM CITIZENS ENGAGED IN 
SPIRITUAL WARFARE EQUIPPED 

FOR VICTORY 
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Jesus is telling them to make an investment now in something that will bring them 
wealth beyond measure in the future.  Jesus probably said this with a smile because he 
understood that God would honor their kindness and obedience by rewarding them in 
heaven. We must never forget that all of our resources are to be used for God’s Glory!  
Something to consider is: What if Jesus would have just said, “Sacrifice now so that in 
the future you will reap the benefits?” Would the disciples have understood the wisdom 
and the truth of that statement?  Do we understand it? Do we understand why we should 
hold loosely to earthly material possessions? Jesus was trying to give them                 
understanding of having something more valuable than money as he tells them about 
having “treasure”, but they didn’t  fully understood the difference between the two. 
Every act of love provides you with heavenly compensation which is “treasure”, every 
cup of water for those who thirst brings forth “Treasure”, and obedience to God is paid 
in “Treasure”.  Money and material possessions have no value in heaven!  

2. TREASURE STORED IN HEAVEN CAN NEVER BE STOLEN,                     
DESTROYED, OR LOST! (V 33B NLT)  

Have you ever misplaced or lost money or something of value? Have you ever been the 
victim of a home invasion? Have you ever invested in something that didn’t pay off or 
produce any dividends or return? These are the consequences of “earthly treasures”. 
They are all temporary and not guaranteed, they are perishable, and they can fade away 
and will not last forever.  However, the Scripture tells us “and the purses of heaven 
have no holes in them. Your treasure will be safe-no thief can steal it and no moth can 
destroy it”. This text tells us that acts of obedience to God are stored in heaven, and they 
cannot be stolen or taken away nor will they decay. Nothing can affect or change that; 
those things are eternal.  

3. THE THINGS THAT YOU VALUE MOST IN LIFE ARE WHAT DEFINE 
YOU!  

Do you value your money, or do you value your life?  Do you value wealth, or do you 

value making a difference? Do you value excellence, or do you value personal             

fulfillment?  Do you value love, family, or success? (V34 NLT) tells us “Wherever 

your treasure is, there your heart and thought will also be.” Where we put the most    

effort and what we hold valuable and dear to our heart dictate our thoughts and actions 

and define who we are as people… If you don’t value love, you value hate. If you don’t 

value life, you value death.  We must learn to value all that God has given us and 

acknowledge that it is He who gives us exceedingly and abundantly above all that we   

ever deserve.   

 

THANK GOD FOR ALL YOU HAVE; HE IS THE SOURCE OF IT ALL! 
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Week of November 2– November 8, 2020  

 

NOVEMBER EMPHASIS:SPIRITUAL WARFARE ON POVERTY 

THOUGHT: Kingdom Citizens engaged in spiritual warfare on poverty recall to mind, “It is 
more blessed to give than to receive.” (Acts 20:35)  and “Give and it shall be given unto you; a 
good measure pressed down, shaken together and running over will be given into your        
bosom.” (Luke 6:28) Giving guarantees receiving.  

WORDS: Treasures, Release, Cheerful Giver  

LESSON FORTY-FIVE: THE BLESSINGS OF GIVING TO THE POOR 

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER: 

1. Do you or are you willing to minister to the disadvantaged? 

2. What has God given to you that you didn’t have before, and how did it enrich your life?  

3. Have you ever helped or given to someone less fortunate than you? 

TEXT: DEUTERONOMY 15:4-8 

THE HEART OF THE LESSON: HELPING THE POOR IS HOW WE TRULY 
SERVE GOD. 

Introduction: Most of the book of Deuteronomy was written by Moses, and he was    
addressing the people of Israel about what God had done for them. One of the purposes 
of this book is to remind us that we should always listen to God, we should always   
submit to God, and we should always love him with all our heart. At the end of the 14 th 
chapter, Moses is talking to the Israelites about tithing (which is giving) and how that 
reminds us to always put God first. We must remember that God first gave us… life, 
love, and his Only Begotten Son; we must be willing to give in return. Giving to the 
poor is a way of honoring God because He cares deeply about the poor; he expects us to 
do the same. We should serve others with joy and not brag about what we do. We must 
realize that poverty is a condition. The Lord hears the cries of the poor. Our                
responsibility is to help them in their need. The 15th chapter of the book of                
Deuteronomy deals with the release of debt after a seven year period, and that is what’s 
known as “The Lord’s release” which was a mandate of the Torah (the Law of Moses).  
Its purpose was to give a way out to those in desperate financial situations. This       
compares to  the way out that    Jesus has given us in his free gift of salvation for those 
poor in spirit.   

1.  CARING FOR THE POOR IS AN INDIVIDUAL AS WELL AS A              
COMMUNITY RESPONSIBILITY!  (V4 NLT) 

“There should be no poor among you for the Lord your God will greatly bless you in 
the land he is giving you as a special possession”   No poor among “you” seems  
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to suggest that this was not an individual being addressed but rather a group of people, a 
community, possibly a nation, and they were being told that no one in their community 
should go lacking for anything. God gave them something for the benefit of everyone 
not just an individual. Ask yourself these questions: “What has God given me?” and 
“Have I used it to benefit others?”  Moses probably should have used the word “You 
all”  instead of “You” so that the people wouldn’t be confused or take what he was   
saying out of context. There are some within our own communities and throughout the 
world who have bad attitudes and who are very selfish and only think of themselves.  
Moreover, there are some in our own communities who may be in need, and it is our  
responsibility as individuals and as a community to help and not to look for anything in 
return because this is what pleases God.  

2. GOD BLESSES THOSE WHO ARE WISELY OBEDIENT TO HIM. (V5 NLT) 

“You will receive this blessing if you carefully obey the commands of the Lord your 

God that I am giving you today.” What we must understand is that God’s love for us is 

just like the love that a mother has for her children. God’s commands come out of his 

love for us, and they are given for our own good. We must be obedient because God   

expects us to respond to his commands through love and obedience; God promises 

blessings to those who obey him. Obedience brings the blessings of strength, but if you 

choose to be disobedient, you will not be blessed. Favor is a blessing from God to those 

who are obedient, and this is what Moses was telling the people of Israel. The Word 

says that we must carefully obey God’s commands; His Word is clear in that we are 

called to help those in need, and we have to be diligent in doing so. “Those who give to 

the poor will lack nothing, but those who close their eyes to them receive many          

curses.” (Proverbs 28:27)  Be careful in how you treat others who are less fortunate, 

and be obedient to God’s commands so that you can receive His blessings!  

3. IT IS TRULY BETTER TO GIVE THAN TO RECEIVE!  

This is what Jesus said in the book of Acts (Acts 20:35) “And I have been a constant  
example of how you can help the poor by working hard. You should remember the 
words of the Lord Jesus: It is more blessed to give than to receive.” Again, this is what   
Moses is telling this community of people (V6 NLT) “The Lord your God will bless 
you as he has promised. You will lend money to many nations but will never need to 
borrow! You will rule many nations, but they will never rule over you!” If you give as 
God has instructed, you will receive exceedingly and abundantly above all that you have 
ever deserved! What blessings await those that give with a cheerful heart! (V7) “But    
if there are any poor people in your towns when you arrive in the land the Lord your 
God is GIVING YOU, do not be hard hearted or tightfisted toward them.”  Always be 
willing to help others just as God has helped us!  

 

SERVE GOD BY GIVING TO THOSE IN NEED! 
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Week of November 9– November 15, 2020 

 

NOVEMBER EMPHASIS:SPIRITUAL WARFARE ON POVERTY 

THOUGHT: Kingdom Citizens engaged in spiritual warfare on poverty recall to mind, “It is 
more blessed to give than to receive.” (Acts 20:35) and “Give and it shall be given unto you; a 
good measure pressed down, shaken together and running over will be given into your        
bosom.” (Luke 6:38)  Giving guarantees receiving.  

WORDS: Treasures, Release, Cheerful Giver  

LESSON FORTY-SIX: TABLE ETIQUETTE IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER: 

1. Do you have good table manners, and why is having good manners important? 

2. Do you display spiritual etiquette around the Lord’s table?  

3. Does etiquette have anything to do with how you treat others? 

TEXT: LUKE 14:12-14 

THE HEART OF THE LESSON: DISPLAYING ETIQUETTE AND HUMILITY IS 
NOT ALWAYS EASY. 

Introduction:  In the 14th chapter of Luke, Jesus is invited to the home of a prominent 
religious leader for a meal, and He accepts the invitation. The motive behind the          
invitation was to entice and to trap Jesus into saying or doing something they perceived 
to be wrong or to break their law. Incidents like this happened to Jesus throughout His 
Ministry. (At least ten times in the book of Luke, Jesus eats with various people.) Jesus 
was often invited to the homes of people like Simon who was also a prominent religious 
leader, but he was someone who didn’t display proper etiquette by greeting Jesus in the    
appropriate manner. He never offered or provided oil for his head, and he didn’t wash 
Jesus’ feet as was the custom. The 23rd Psalm speaks of a feast being prepared for you in 
the presence of your enemies, and this certainly seemed to be the case for Jesus on many 
occasions. What separated Jesus from everyone else was that he was a humble man, and 
he always showed table etiquette. He used the meals that were served at those tables to 
teach people about proper spiritual etiquette. Jesus is calling us to his table today to 
teach us as well. Although table etiquette (or what we more commonly refer to as table 
manners) is something we should all have, that is not always the case. Therefore, Jesus 
will teach us two lessons today about: etiquette and humility! 

1. A GREAT HOST UNDERSTANDS THAT IT’S NOT ABOUT THEM, BUT IT 
ABOUT WHO AND HOW THEY SERVE! (V12 NLT) says, “Then he turned to his 
host. “When you put on a luncheon or a dinner.” He said, “Don’t invite your friends, 
brothers, relatives, and rich neighbors. For they will repay you by inviting you back.” 
In a teachable moment, Jesus gives this host, (just as he gives us), something to think  
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about in terms of it not being about what we serve, but who and how we serve.  This  
advice is twofold in that this host didn’t realize that first and foremost, he should serve 
God because his reward will be far greater than anything he would ever receive from 
inviting rich neighbors, family, and friends.  God will invite you to a higher place so it’s 
really about who you serve that will determine where you sit at the table. You should 
never do anything that looks as if you are being self-serving or preoccupied with your 
own reputation. What you do is for God and not for your own benefit; it is for the     
benefit of those who are in need.  

    

2. WHO HAVE YOU INVITED TO SIT AT YOUR TABLE AND WHAT ARE 
YOU SERVING?  

(V13 NLT) says, “Instead, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame and the blind.” This 
lesson is about the people we look up to, those who have influence in our lives, and 
those who we want to make an impression on. The truth of the matter is that we think 
those types of people will help us gain stature, but our circle of influence is created by          
invitation.  It’s all about who we invite to sit at our table.  The table belongs to you, and 
God should be seated at the head. If God is seated at the head of your table, you will be 
more conscious of who you invite and what you serve.  Give people a reason to want to 
sit at your table by serving love, honesty, hope, and inspiration not hatred, cruelty, or  
indifference. Look for those who are in need of a spiritual meal and serve them the 
Word of God because it gives hope, it gives strength, and it gives life.  Ask yourself this 
question: “Are the people sitting at your table going to help you to be better?” Who 
have you invited to sit at your table? The Word tells us that instead of inviting the rich, 
invite the poor, those in need, those who are unstable, and those who are spiritually 
blind. Serve them with the spirit of humility and compassion. Furthermore, always    
display the etiquette that shows them that we are all connected.  

 

3. THERE IS A PERSONAL INVITATION FOR YOU TO SIT AT THE TABLE 
WITH THE LORD!  

(V14 NLT) says, “Then at the resurrection of the godly, God will reward you for    

inviting those who could not repay you.” There’s a seat reserved for you in the      

Kingdom of God because you have been invited to sit at His table.  You have displayed 

humility and etiquette in His presence. There is a list of all who deserve to be seated. 

The Kingdom of God is a banquet table, and Jesus wants you to take a seat. Are you 

looking forward to taking a part in the meal in the Kingdom of God? Who are you      

inviting? Who are you bringing to the table? The table is set for anyone who wants to 

sit for this spiritual meal. This table is set for the outcast, for the down trodden, and for 

the godly because everyone is welcomed at His table.  

  

SERVE GOD BY INVITING THOSE IN NEED TO HIS  TABLE! 
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Week of November 16– November 22, 2020 

 

NOVEMBER EMPHASIS:SPIRITUAL WARFARE ON POVERTY 

THOUGHT: Kingdom Citizens engaged in spiritual warfare on poverty recall to mind, “It is 
more blessed to give than to receive.” (Acts 20:35) and “Give and it shall be given unto you; a 
good measure pressed down, shaken together and running over will be given into your        
bosom.” (Luke 6:28) Giving guarantees receiving.  

WORDS: Treasures, Release, Cheerful Giver  

LESSON FORTY-SEVEN: PRAISING GOD FOR WHO HE IS 

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER: 

1.Have you ever been “psyched out” by the negativity of your circumstances? 

2. How challenging is it for you to praise God when things look bad?  

3. Do you ever feel that God cannot or will not use you because society says you are poor? 

TEXT: PSALM 113:1-9 

THE HEART OF THE LESSON:  KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT GOD CAN 
DELIVER US FROM SPIRITUAL POVERTY. 
 

Introduction:  The word “poverty” is described by the dictionary as a state or        
condition of having little or no money, goods, means of support; a condition of being 
poor.  This references the common perception that poverty is a physical condition.  Yet, 
there is another definition of poverty, “a deficiency of desirable ingredients, qualities, 
etc.” This thinness, poorness, and insufficiency also apply to the mind. Kingdom       
Citizens must accept that not having a positive attitude in bad times and adverse         
situations is actually poverty. In this case “poverty begins in and dwells in the mind.” 
Thinking that you are poor can negatively impact your focus and lead to spiritually 
complacency. Today, as we look at Psalm 113, we see that God is greater than any     
negative earthly, physical, or mental situation.  Praising God provides great relief to an 
impoverished mind!  
 

1.  KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT PRAISING GOD FOR WHO HE IS CAN 
TRANSFORM A NEGATIVE IMPOVERISHED SPIRIT BY CAUSING US  TO  FO-
CUS ON THE POSITIVE. (VV 1-3) 

 

Have you ever met someone who has been victimized by their own negative thoughts? 
Has that ever happened to you? Such a person has allowed himself or herself to be     
attacked by a poverty mindset. Do you know that God is concerned about what you 
think and how you think? A poverty mindset can dominate the thoughts to the point that 
it becomes so obsessive that concentration is only focused on the condition. All of a 
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sudden, we become comfortable in our own little self-proclaimed “pity parties,” looking 
down when we should be looking up. Poverty of the mind causes us to question the 
need to have hope and causes us to see God as unresponsive to our  needs. It leads us to 
believe that praising God is useless. Yet in reality, this is the best time to praise God.  
The Psalmist says, “Let the name of the LORD be praised, both now and                  
forevermore.” (V2) This praise must be continual, “From the rising of the sun to the 
place where it sets, the name of the LORD is to be praised.” (V3) Praise is the          
authentic outpouring of love and adoration for God. It causes us to understand our      
relationship with Him.  It also allows a renewing of the mind that transforms the eyes 
and the heart. It can totally destroy negative energy. It relieves us from being psyched 
out by our negative situations. Most of all praising God injects hope into a spiritually 
impoverished mind.  
 

2. KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT GOD NEVER OVERLOOKS THEIR       
CONDITION.  HE SEES ALL AND DOES WHATEVER IS NECESSARY TO LIFT AN 
IMPOVERISHED SPIRIT. (VV 4-6) 

 

In our Psalm today, we see that we should praise God because of who God is and what 
He does. First, look at how God is described. “The LORD is exalted over all the       
nations, his glory above the heavens. Who is like the LORD our God, the One who sits 
enthroned on high, who stoops down to look on the heavens and the earth?” (VV 4-6) 
God is exalted above all things. The Psalmist reminds us that the one true God is the 
creator and giver of life. He never overlooks us. He can be trusted to “free” our minds, 
lift us up and see things from a spiritual perspective. There is a certain emotion of praise 
that dwells within and allows us to exercise a praise mindset of gratitude regardless of 
our conditions; it causes us to be spiritually rich in earthy poor situations!!  It directly 
confronts and defeats poverty of the mind. 

 

3. KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT GOD DOES NOT LET EARTHLY            
CIRCUMSTANCES STOP HIM FROM USING US TO DO KINGDOM WORK.       
(VV 7-9) 

It’s clear that poverty of the mind shifts a person's focus and attention away from God. 
Yet the Psalmist assures us that God will not let earthly circumstances stop Him from 
using us. “He raises the poor from the dust and lifts the needy from the ash heap; he 
seats them with princes, with the princes of his people. He settles the childless woman 
in her home as a happy mother of children.” (VV 7-9) God is the one who is above 
everything; He is the only one who is worthy of awe and praise. He steps out and levels 
the playing field. He frees our mind and allows us to see ourselves as spiritually rich 
even in poor circumstances. He transforms our mindsets from negative to positive and 
helps us conquer the poverty of the mind. 

 

 LORD, FREE US FROM THE POVERTY OF THE MIND THAT CAUSES US 
TO CONCENTRATE ON OUR NEGATIIVE SITUATIONS.  REFOCUS OUR  

MENTAL CONCENTRATION ON YOU AND ONLY YOU!! 
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Week of November 23– November 29, 2020 
 

NOVEMBER EMPHASIS:SPIRITUAL WARFARE ON POVERTY 

THOUGHT: Kingdom Citizens engaged in spiritual warfare on poverty recall to mind, “It is 
more blessed to give than to receive.” (Acts 20:35) and “Give and it shall be   given unto you; 
a good measure pressed down, shaken together and running over will be given into your        
bosom.” (Luke 6:28) Giving guarantees receiving.  

WORDS: Treasures, Release, Cheerful Giver  

LESSON FORTY-EIGHT: BEING ACCOUNTABLE FOR HOW YOU TREAT 

THE POOR 

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER: 

1. Do you find yourself struggling with helping a person less fortunate than you are? 

2. Do you see helping the poor as a part of your personal ministry?  

3. Do you feel that God is pleased with what you are doing to help the poor? 

TEXT: LUKE 16:19-25 

THE HEART OF THE LESSON: KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT IT IS 

THE WILL OF GOD FOR US TO MINISTER TO THE POOR. 

INTRODUCTION: In the Gospels, Jesus often told stories that encourage people to 

love God, to love their sisters and brothers, and to help the poor.  Of particular concern 

is how those who have treat those who have not.  In today’s lesson, we are taught that 

God’s eternal judgment has everything to do with how we use wealth in this life and 

whether we attend to those less fortunate in our midst. 

1.KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT GOD HOLDS THEM ACCOUNTABLE 

FOR HOW THEY TREAT THE POOR. (VV 19-21) 

"There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in luxury 

every day. At his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores and  

longing to eat what fell from the rich man's table. Even the dogs came and licked his 

sores.” (VV 19-21) Like many these days who buy into the “prosperity gospel,” the 

rich man saw his material riches as evidence of God’s love and blessing, but at the 

same time he believed the poor and destitute, like Lazarus, were cursed by God. The 

rich man was completely indifferent to the plight of Lazarus, showing him no love, 

sympathy, or compassion whatsoever. He did not have enough compassion to invite 

Lazarus in for a meal or at least to fix a plate and send it outside to him. Instead      
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Lazarus had to wait and hope that some leftover crumbs could be gathered for him to 

eat.  Even the dog showed greater compassion than the rich man. True followers of 

Christ will not be indifferent to the plight of the poor like the rich man in this story. 

God loves the poor and is offended when His children neglect them. In fact, those who 

show mercy to the poor are in effect practicing effective ministry. The Bible does not 

condemn the rich. Be as rich as you can be, but don’t live on earth in luxury and       

self-indulgence while neglecting the poor. Be warned! Not only do riches NOT get one 

into heaven, but they also have the power to separate a person from God in a way that 

few other things can.  

2. KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT THEY SHOULD NOT MISS ANY    

OPPORTUNITIES TO MINISTER TO THE POOR.  (VV 22-24) 

The fates of these two individuals after death are very much tied to their experiences of 

wealth and poverty in life. “The time came when the beggar died and the angels     

carried him to Abraham's side. The rich man also died and was buried. In Hades, 

where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by 

his side.” (VV 22-23) The first thing Jesus teaches here is that heaven and hell are both  

real, literal places. Lazarus went to heaven, and the rich man went to hell. He makes a 

desperate plea, “Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of 

his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.” (V24)  

Every person who has ever lived will spend eternity in either heaven or hell. This story 

illustrates that once we cross the eternal horizon, that’s it. The rich man knew he was in 

hell, and he knew why. He knew there was no escape. Those in hell will perfectly    

recollect missed opportunities and their rejection of the gospel.  THEY WILL BE 

HELD ACCOUNTABLE. 

3. KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT WE MUST KEEP OPEN OUR EYES 

AND OUR HEARTS TO THE LAZARUS OF THIS WORLD. (V 25) 

"But Abraham replied, 'Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good 

things, while Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted here and you are 

in agony.  (V25) The rich man’s sin was not that he was cruel to Lazarus, but that he 

refused to bridge the gap of misfortune that existed between them. Kingdom Citizens 

know that we must open our eyes to the Lazarus of this world. Perhaps the greatest  

lesson to learn from this story is that when death comes knocking on our door, there is  

only one thing that matters: our relationship with Jesus Christ, especially how we   

ministered to others, for “What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, 

yet forfeits his soul?”  

LORD, TEACH ME TO BETTER SERVE YOU BY EFFECTIVELY             

MINISTERING TO THE NEEDS OF THE POOR. 
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Week of November 30– December 6, 2020 
 

 

DECEMBER EMPHASIS:RELATIONAL WARFARE 

THOUGHT: Kingdom Citizens facing relational warfare pursue every spiritual weapon   
available to them to secure a personal lasting relationship with Jesus. When our relationship 
with Christ is right, then our relationship with our fellowman will be right, and our worship 
will be real.  

WORDS:  Relationship, Worship, Salvation, Everlasting Life 

LESSON FORTY-NINE: IT’S A PERSONAL THING!! 
QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER: 

1. Is there dysfunction in your personal relationship with Christ? 

2. Do  you know that God provides a guide for strengthening your personal relationship with 
Him? 

3. Is “name it and claim it” a correct mindset when making a prayer petition to God?  

 

TEXT: 1 JOHN 5:13-14 

 

THE HEART OF THE LESSON: KINGDOM CITIZENS MUST STRIVE TO 

BUILD A FUNCTIONAL PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH CHRIST.  
 

Introduction: Developing personal relationships is a task that everyone faces       
throughout life. Relationships change as people grow older, circumstances shift, and  
experiences evolve. While people change, there is one thing that is true when it comes 
to your relationship with God and that is God never changes. His truth is eternal. What 
God says in His Word stands true forever! Every Kingdom Citizen should strive for 
clarity in their personal relationship with Him. A knowledge of God, Christ, and the   
Bible will both humble and astonish a person who is honest, sincere, and seeking. In our 
lesson, God speaks through John about establishing a good foundation for our             
relationship with Him, He emphasizes the most important aspect. It must be personal!! 

 

1. KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT A FUNCTIONAL RELATIONSHIP 
WITH CHRIST MEANS WE MUST CONSTANTLY WORK TO BUILD A    
PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH HIM. 
 

John makes it clear that he is speaking to those who profess to be believers, “I write 
these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know 
that you have eternal life.” (Verse 13) Like a loving Father, God wants to respond to 
our prayers, but He will only do so on His terms. This is why prayer is not a blank check 
in which we can receive anything or everything, anytime we have the gall to ask.         
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Contrary to the prevalent “name-it-and-claim-it” theology of our day, prayer is not 
about getting what we want. Prayer is about conforming our wants to His will. To “have 
what we asked” is not the same thing as “getting what we want!” To “have what we 
asked” means to have God’s will revealed in our particular situation; since what we 
asked for, we asked “according to His will.” God’s will is always more practically    
beneficial and spiritually instructive than our wants. Prayer leads to the understanding 
of God’s will in which believers commune with God, worshiping and submitting to 
Him. The bottom line is this: Prayer doesn’t change God; it changes us and helps us 
build a functional relationship with Him. 
 

2. KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT A FUNCTIONAL RELATIONSHIP 
WITH CHRIST MEANS WE MUST STRIVE FOR SPIRITUAL CLARITY TO 
BETTER UNDERSTAND HIS WILL FOR US. 
 

“This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything           
according to his will, he hears us.” (Verse 14) God “hears” everything and even knows 
the unspoken secrets of our hearts. Understanding Jesus’ approach to God the Father is 
very instructive for Kingdom Citizens today. His will was always one with the Father. 
He always did the Father’s works, and He always spoke what the Father wished Him to 
say. How can we know whether or not we are praying according to God’s will?         
Consider the following questions: 

• Is my request in line with what God has revealed in Christ and the Scriptures? Do I 
know what God’s Word says or am I asking Him to respond to requests that He          
prohibits? 

• If God grants my request, will it draw me closer to Him? Some of the requests that we 
ask of God will cause us to neglect Him. Other requests will have an adverse affect on 
our spiritual lives. 

• In making this request am I seeking first the Kingdom of God? Can I honestly say, 
“Lord, it’s not about me; it’s about you. Lord, it’s not what I want; it’s what You 
want.” We must pray according to His will. 

 

3.  KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT OUR FUNCTIONAL RELATIONSHIP 
WITH CHRIST IS A GUARANTEE THAT WHEN WE CALL ON HIM, HE 
WILL ANSWER. 
 

“And if we know that he hears us-whatever we ask-we know that we have what we 
asked of him.”  (Verse 15) We would be mistaken to think that God is promising that if 
we pull the prayer lever, all the goodies instantly come out of the chute. Sometimes in 
His purpose and wisdom, God delays the answers to our prayers. Yet, He has already 
granted the requests. If we know that He hears us, “we know that we have the requests 
which we have asked from Him if they are according to His will.” We must learn to wait 
on God. 

LORD, HELP ME ELIMINATE ANY DYSFUNCTION IN MY PERSONAL     
RELATIONSHIP WITH YOU SO THAT I MIGHT PROPERLY FUNCTION IN 

ACCORDANCE WITH YOUR WILL! 
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Week of December 7– December 13, 2020 
 

DECEMBER EMPHASIS:RELATIONAL WARFARE 

THOUGHT: Kingdom Citizens facing relational warfare pursue every spiritual weapon    
available to them to secure a personal lasting relationship with Jesus. When our relationship 
with Christ is right, then our relationship with our fellowman will be right, and our worship 
will be real.  

WORDS:  Relationship, Worship, Salvation, Everlasting Life 

LESSON FIFTY: LIFT HIM UP! 

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER: 

1. How has God blessed your family throughout past generations? 

2. What does the promise of eternal life mean to you? 

3. How much do you really appreciate that God gave His Son to save you from your sins? 

 

TEXT: JOHN 3:14-16 
 

THE HEART OF THE LESSON:  KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT JESUS 
CHRIST CAME TO DO FOR US WHAT WE COULD NOT DO FOR            
OURSELVES. 

 

INTRODUCTION: No person exists by himself.  Men and women were created to be 
social creatures, to interact with one another, to build relationships, and to function as a 
community.  God should be the most important part of a Kingdom Citizen’s life, and 
everyone of us should strive for a right relationship with Him. Jesus came to save us.  
He must be properly placed in our relationships. He must be exalted, He must be       
worshipped, and He must be lifted up.  Although man is empowered to do many things, 
there is one thing that man cannot do and that is to save himself from sin.  In our lesson 
today, Jesus is speaking to a man named Nicodemus who comes in the night to gain 
knowledge of the power of salvation.  The Lord is our Savior; we must lift him up! 

 

1. KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW TACKLING RELATIONAL DYSFUNCTION 
IS A PART OF THEIR HERITAGE. (V 14) 

 

Because Nicodemus was well versed in Jewish history, Jesus speaks to Nicodemus     
using as an example an event that occurred in Jewish history.  He tells Nicodemus that 
“Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted 
up.” (Verse 14) Nicodemus was totally familiar with this Old Testament event recorded  
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in Numbers 21:4-9. There the Word of God is talking about Moses and the Children of 
Israel. God speaks to us in terms that we are familiar with. Jesus often called himself 
the “Son of Man” as part of his interactions with people. In doing so, He was speaking 
to His identity as the Messiah. He was alluding to Daniel 7, claiming His Messiahship 
and His role in the redemption of the world. For example, in John 8:28, Jesus said to 
them, "When you LIFT UP the Son of Man, then you will know that I am He, and 
that I do nothing of Myself; but as My Father taught Me, I speak these things." By 
using this familiar term, Nicodemus could recognize Him as the promised Messiah.  
How do you recognize Jesus today? Accepting God and allowing him to use us is a part 
of our spiritual heritage. This is why Kingdom Citizens can say that the Lord has 
brought us from a mighty long way.  Didn’t God deliver our parents and grandparents?  
Just as they lifted God up during their struggles, so must we!! 
 

2.  KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT THE PROMISE OF ETERNAL LIFE 
IS MADE TO ALL WHO BELIEVE AND TRUST IN JESUS CHRIST. (V 15) 

Jesus explains to Nicodemus that he must believe “that everyone who believes may 
have eternal life in him." (Verse 13) This is a promise for all. He was giving            
Nicodemus a first hand teaching about the wonderful life with Christ that extends way 
beyond this finite human existence. Kingdom Citizens know that the promise of heaven 
is real. Getting there is all about believing in Jesus Christ, trusting in the Lord for      
salvation, and trusting Him who was lifted up on the cross for us! They know that they 
can always trust in God to meet every need. He is the only way to be saved, the only 
way to have our sins forgiven, and the only way to live in heaven forever. The  promise 
of eternal life is real. 
 

3. KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT GOD MADE THE ULTIMATE       
SACRIFICE BY GIVING JESUS TO US. (V 16) 

 

Finally, Jesus tells Nicodemus about how God made the ultimate sacrifice for us: “For 
God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in 
him shall not perish but have eternal life.”  (Verse 16) The MSG Bible puts it this 
way, “This is how much God loved the world: He gave his Son, his one and only Son. 
And this is why: so that no one need be destroyed; by believing in him, anyone can 
have a whole and lasting life.”  God sent his only Son into the world to save the world; 
that's what love looks like. We cannot save ourselves. We are all sinners. Jesus paid the 
price for our sins on the Cross. There is no salvation without faith in Jesus Christ. The 
word to Nicodemus is the same word for us today. Our relationship is strengthened 
when we lift the Savior up and acknowledge that He is first and foremost in our lives. 
Kingdom Citizens should strive to establish, maintain, and strengthen the proper        
relationship with Jesus every day.  God is more than worthy of our praise. He must be 
“Lifted up”!!  

 

LORD, HELP ME TO ELIMINATE ANY OBSTACLE THAT GETS IN THE 
WAY OF ME GLORIFYING YOUR NAME BY LIFTING YOU UP !! 
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Week of December 14– December 20, 2020 

 

DECEMBER EMPHASIS:RELATIONAL WARFARE 

THOUGHT: Kingdom Citizens facing relational warfare pursue every spiritual weapon    
available to them to secure a personal lasting relationship with Jesus. When our relationship 
with Christ is right, then our relationship with our fellowman will be right, and our worship 
will be real.  

WORDS:  Relationship, Worship, Salvation, Everlasting Life 

LESSON FIFTY-ONE: THE RIGHT MOTIVE FOR WORSHIP 
QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER:  

1. What is your primary purpose for going to a worship experience?  

2. What do you do to prepare yourself for participating in the worship experience? 

3. What is the purpose for giving during the worship experience, and is it necessary? 

TEXT: MATTHEW 2:1-12 

THE HEART OF THE LESSON: KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THEY CAN 

OVERCOME RELATIONAL DYSFUNCTION BY WORSHIPPING WITH THE 

RIGHT MOTIVE. 
 

Introduction: The Greek word translated “worship” is used nearly sixty times in the 

New Testament. Our lesson today is about one of the earliest worship experiences after 

the birth of Jesus. From it we can glean some important truths concerning the motive for 

worship. The biblical Magi, also referred to as the Wise Men or Kings, were               

distinguished foreigners who visited Jesus after His birth. Traditions and songs have 

told us that these were three kings. The truth is we do not know if they were kings. We 

do not even know if there were three of them. It is often assumed that there were three 

of them since they brought three gifts to Jesus. There are a lot of things that we do not 

know about these men, yet there are some things we do know about them from God’s 

Word. We know these men anticipated the coming of King Jesus. We know when they 

saw the star, they followed it looking for the new born King. We know they were         

anticipating seeing Jesus so they could worship Him. Clearly, they came with some   

specific attitudes concerning worship. We can learn from them today. 
 

1.  KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THEY MUST BE MOTIVATED BY A DESIRE 
FOR GENUINE WORSHIP. 
 

These Magi obviously understood the momentous occasion before them for they       
traveled several hundred miles to be there primarily for the purpose of worship.  

KINGDOM CITIZENS ENGAGED IN 
SPIRITUAL WARFARE EQUIPPED 

FOR VICTORY 
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“Where is he who has been born the king of the Jews?”, they asked. “For we have 
seen his star in the East and have come to worship him.” (Verse 2) They were willing 
to take a journey of faith, willing to give their time, resources, and energy, and willing 
to gladly make personal sacrifices to get to the worship experience.  Kingdom Citizens 
must know that experiencing the presence of Jesus requires a journey of faith. These 
Magi were desirous of genuine worship. When they got to the place where Jesus was, 
they went in and bowed before the Christ child “and fell down and worshipped 
Him.” (Verse 11) Genuine worship to them meant sacrifice and humility. Could there be 
a better example of genuine worship? We need to realign our thinking as to what      
worship really is by approaching it with the right motive and acknowledging the      
lordship of Christ in our lives. 

 

2. KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT THEY MUST ADEQUATELY          
PREPARE THEMSELVES FOR THE WORSHIP EXPERIENCE.  

The Wise Men came prepared to worship the Messiah. They were physically prepared 
for their meeting with Jesus. They were also prepared spiritually. No doubt they had 
studied the Scriptures and knew that the star represented the birth of the King of the 
Jews. I am certain that each day as they journeyed toward Bethlehem, they became    
increasingly excited about the coming worship service. “When they saw the star they 
rejoiced with exceedingly great joy.” (Verse 10) Are you happy and excited about the 
worship? Preparation is imperative in any endeavor; worship is no exception. People  
often expect God to come looking for them, for God to explain Himself, to prove His 
existence, and to give them gifts.  These wise men came to seek Jesus, to give Him their 
best, and to worship Him for who He is. They came with the right motive and were    
adequately prepared for the worship experience.   
 

3.  KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THEY MUST APPROACH THE WORSHIP 
EXPERIENCE WITH A SINGLENESS OF PURPOSE. 
 

When passing through Jerusalem, the Magi did not say they were vacationing and had 
decided to stop by Jesus’ house while they were in the area. No, they declared            
emphatically the driving force that compelled them to come was worship. We ought to 
come to worship with one purpose, not to be entertained or to swap stories or even to 
see our friends, though the fellowship is important. We ought to come with the single 
purpose of meeting God and allowing Him to change our lives. These wise men brought 
gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh, yet the greatest gift given was the gift of       
themselves. They humbled themselves to the Lordship of Jesus, they offered their very 
lives to be in the presence of Jesus, and they gave the very best of what they had to   
honor Jesus. The gift of your life is the greatest gift that you can offer Jesus. Giving 
your life to Christ is the greatest act of worship. It is a valuable tool to help overpower 
relational dysfunction. 
 

LORD, RENEW OUR SPIRIT BY GIVING US THE RIGHT MOTIVE FOR 
PARTICIPATING IN THE WORSHIP EXPERIENCE BY ALWAYS PUTTING 

THE FOCUS ON YOU. 
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Week of December 21– December 27, 2020 
 

DECEMBER EMPHASIS:RELATIONAL WARFARE 

THOUGHT: Kingdom Citizens facing relational warfare pursue every spiritual weapon   
available to them to secure a personal lasting relationship with Jesus. When our relationship 
with Christ is right, then our relationship with our fellowman will be right, and our worship 
will be real.  

WORDS:  Relationship, Worship, Salvation, Everlasting Life 

LESSON FIFTY-TWO: OVERCOMING EMPATHY DEFICIT DISORDER 

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER: 

1. Do you tend to be empathetic to the trials others are going through? 

2. Do you have a problem with being sympathetic and forgiving? 

3. Does the peace of God rule in your heart? 

TEXT: COLOSSIANS 3:12-15 

THE HEART OF THE LESSON: KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT WE 

MUST HAVE EMPATHY FOR THE CONDITIONS OF OUR FELLOW   

BROTHERS AND SISTERS. 

Introduction: Paul reminds us that we are God’s chosen ones. We are God’s children. 
This means that we are holy and loved. God has given us these two qualities.  Holiness 
means that we are unique. God’s nature of holiness derives from His love. He is holy 
because He is loving. He has loved us, and He continues to love us. Being loved and  
holy is part of our new creative make-up as Kingdom Citizens and is only possible     
because God has forgiven us of our sins. Forgiveness has changed our nature. We are 
directed to show that love by being empathetic in our relationships with others. In this 
final lesson of 2020, Kingdom Citizens are warned of the danger of developing an     
empathy deficit disorder that causes us to turn our backs on others.  
 

1.  KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT THEY MUST CONSTANTLY WORK 
TO BUILD A RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD THAT IS PERSONAL AND           
EVERLASTING.  (V 12) 
 

“Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.”  (Verse 12) What we are 
makes up our personality as a Christian. This passage lists a set of eight qualities that 
every Kingdom Citizen possesses.  We are commanded to use them as guides in our   
relationships with others.  Compassion begins with empathy. It is that deep response we  

KINGDOM CITIZENS ENGAGED IN 
SPIRITUAL WARFARE EQUIPPED 

FOR VICTORY 
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have when we do something about our feelings of pity. I can feel sorry for you and do 
nothing about it. Feeling sorry for you may result in my pitying you. Compassion causes 
me to be moved by your pain and to feel your situation so deeply that I must act in your 
behalf. Kindness - We have seen God be kind to us when it comes to our salvation. We 
should be kind to others. Kindness is the outworking of our compassion. To be kind 
means that we care for the good of the other person. Humility - The person with      
humbleness of mind thinks of others first and not of himself. The humble take their 
place in God’s kingdom without fanfare.  God’s presence and power in their lives give 
them certainty and confidence. Meekness (gentleness) - To be meek does not mean to 
be weak. It really means to have strength under control. The meek person does not have 
to fly off the handle because he has everything under control. Long-suffering 
(patience) - To be long-suffering is to suffer long with people. This is the patience we 
must have with people. It means that when it comes to your temper, you let your fuse 
get longer before your temper ignites.  The short-tempered person speaks and acts       
impulsively and lacks self-control. When a person is long-suffering, he can put up with 
provoking people or circumstances without retaliating.  
 
2.  KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT HAVING EMPATHY MEANS WE 
MUST PRACTICE FORGIVENESS. (V 13) 
 
“Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you have a grievance against 
someone. Forgive as the LORD forgave you.” (Verse 13) Forgiveness - God forgave 
us through the death of His Son Jesus. Forgiveness is a quality which God wants us to 
show to others. One of the most important characteristics of a Christian is to be           
forgiving to others. Forgiveness frees the forgiver. Forgiveness also diminishes          
selfishness. Another key word is Forbearance. This word literally means “to hold up” 
or “to hold back.” God is forbearing toward sinners in that He holds back His         
judgment.  To forebear means “to refrain or abstain” or “to control oneself.” We are 
forbearing when we affirm, when we value, and when we respect another. 
 
3. KINGDOM CITIZENS KNOW THAT SHOWING EMPATHY IS A      
DEMONSTRATION OF GOD’S LOVE.  (VV 14-15) 
 
“And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. 
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were 
called to peace. And be thankful.”  (Verses 14-15) Each of the first seven qualities are 

characteristics of the eighth which is Love. God has given us a loving nature. Love   
fastens them together into a functioning unity. When our lives are not filled with the 
love of Christ, we walk with a spiritual limp; things give way in our lives. Love binds 
together all of these virtues that reflect the character of Jesus, and “the peace of Christ 
shall rule in our hearts.” 
 

LORD, HELP US TO ALWAYS CARE FOR EACH OTHER AND TO NEVER 
LOSE OUR ABILITY TO BE EMPATHETIC AND LOVING. 
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QUARTER 4: OCTOBER-NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 

OCTOBER 4 ------- ADOPTING SPIRITUAL ATTITUDES TOWARD  

FINANCES 

OCTOBER 11 ------- AVOIDING THE DEBT TRAP AND OVERCOM-

ING FINANCIAL BONDAGE 

OCTOBER 18 ------- TEACHING CHILDREN ABOUT FINANCES 

OCTOBER 25 ------- BEING THANKFUL TO GOD FOR FINANCIAL 

BLESSINGS 

NOVEMBER 1 ------- ACKNOWLEDGING THE SOURCE OF YOUR 

ABUNDANT SUPPLY 

NOVEMBER 8 ------- THE BLESSINGS OF GIVING TO THE POOR 

NOVEMBER 15 ------- TABLE ETIQUETTE IN THE KINGDOM OF 

GOD 

NOVEMBER 22 ------- PRAISING GOD FOR WHO HE IS 

NOVEMBER 29 ------- BEING ACCOUNTABLE FOR HOW YOU 

TREAT THE POOR 

DECEMBER 6 ------- IT’S A PERSONAL THING!! 

DECEMBER 13 ------- LIFT HIM UP!! 

DECEMBER 20 ------- THE RIGHT MOTIVE FOR WORSHIP 

DECEMBER 27 ------- OVERCOMING EMPATHY DEFICIT DISORDER 


